
Advent Candles
By Kathryn Higgins
A series of four scenes written for the Eastern Territory’s local corps drama teams to perform during Advent Sundays. Each scene is written with flexible casting but with reoccurring characters. Each scene should take place following the candle lighting. TWO should be cast as a strong authority, perhaps a strong reader or someone taller in the group. ONE and THREE have more comedic elements and these lines could be separated amongst more actors if needed.
Candle 1 | Scene 1 | Hope
ONE curiously walks over to the lit candle in the advent wreath. They get a little too close.
TWO		(From the audience.) Be careful! Don’t burn your hand! (Jumps up to intervene.)
ONE		I wasn’t going to touch it!
TWO		That’s real fire you know.
ONE		I know.
TWO		You gotta be VERY careful with fire.
THREE 	(Joining in from another place in the audience.) They said they know, already! Everyone knows you have to be careful with fire. Fire’s hot. That’s what fire does. That’s who fire is.	
ONE	Yah. Fire’s hot. Duh
THREE	Duh.
TWO	Yah, but it’s the first week of Advent, and we’re on for the drama presentation, so we don’t want ANYTHING to go wrong.
ONE	Like catching on fire?
TWO	Like catching on fire.
THREE	That would be pretty bad.
ALL	Really, really bad. 
ONE	Uhhh…(noticing the crowd) …did we start already?
All actors quickly stand in a formation, ready to perform. 
TWO	(Clears throat.) Ahhhemm. Here ye, here ye! Today, we light the candle of hope.
THREE	(To ONE) Here ye?
TWO	(Under their breath.) It’s what people say, you know, to get everyone’s attention.
THREE	(Acting as though they knew what it meant.) Right, of course. 
ONE	I like it. It’s giving Dickens. Very dramatic.
TWO	(Restarting with full gusto.) Here ye, here ye! Today, we light the candle of hope.
THREE	Isaiah 9:2 says…
ALL	 “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”
ONE	(Making the connection.) Light! Like the fire!
TWO	Yes, like the fire, but also light, like metaphorically speaking.
ONE	Meta…wha?
TWO	Jesus is the light! We use the candle as a symbol to remind us he is our hope.
ONE	Jesus is our hope, of course! 
THREE	(To themselves, proud.) This scene is really coming together.
TWO	So, what have we learned today?
ONE	Fire is hot!
THREE	(Aside.) Most of us knew that before.
ONE	Jesus is the light!
TWO	Yes, Jesus is the light! And…. 
ALL	Jesus is our hope!	
End


Candle 2 | Scene 2 | Peace
All actors except TWO come running from the back of the sanctuary, screaming and making way too much noise talking to one another.
TWO		Woah, woah guys! That was way too loud!
ONE		You said we needed to project.
TWO		I meant during the performance, not before.
ONE		(Under their breath, disappointed.) So many rules.
TWO		It’s a bit ironic actually.
THREE	Hey! Am I offended? (Unsure if they called them a bad word.)
TWO	No, no, it’s not a bad thing. It might actually be a great object lesson. Yah, I have an idea!
ONE	Oh no.
THREE	We’re going off-book again.
TWO	Everyone be really loud again.
ONE	Ok! (Excited.)
TWO	If you say so!
All actors but TWO talk loudly, screaming and making noise on top of each other. Until TWO lifts their arms to halt the sound.
TWO		Do you hear that.
All listen intently. Wait in silence.
ONE		I hear my belly rumbling. Is it fellowship time yet?
TWO		Listen harder.
Beat. Silence.
THREE	I hear….my heartbeat.
ONE		Is that even possible?
TWO		What does it sound like?
Beat. Silence.
THREE	Sounds… peaceful.
ONE		I see what you did there. Tying it all together. You’re slick like that.
TWO		(To audience) Today we light the candle of peace.
THREE	What happened to here ye, here ye?
ONE		It didn’t really fit the whole peaceful vibe, did it? Maybe next week.
TWO		Peace can sound really great, but it’s not just about being quiet.
THREE	Yah, when Jesus was born, the angels said—
ALL	“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
ONE	Luke 2:14.
TWO	Jesus brings a kind of peace that’s bigger than what we can hear.
THREE	(Putting it all together.) It comes from the heart! 
ONE	Jesus brings peace.
TWO	Jesus preached peace. 
ALL	Jesus is our peace.
End


Candle 3 | Scene 3 | Joy
From off stage we hear…
TWO	Ok guys, I believe in us. I know we can do the whole drama presentation this week without any distractions. Okay?
ONE	Ok!
THREE	You got it!
ONE	No distractions.
They enter…
ALL		Here ye, here ye!
ONE		This week we light the candle of …
ALL		-joy!
THREE & ONEWooh, yah! Uh huh! Happy happy good times! Christmas! (Jumping/giddy etc.)
TWO calms them down with a simple arm gesture. They wait, facing each other, knowing they  have already caused a distraction.
TWO		(Beat.) Why?
THREE	We’re excited. 
ONE		This is the best candle.
THREE & ONEJoy babeeee!
TWO		Uh, I think you may be confusing joy with … whatever that was.
THREE & ONEJoy babeeee!
TWO	Look, I’m glad you’re pumped, but Joy is more than being happy—it’s celebrating the good news.
ONE	Is this one of those, ‘let’s listen to the silence’ moments again?
THREE	Sounds like it. (Not disappointed.)
TWO	Look, joy is deeper than happiness.
ONE	Deeper?
TWO	Joy is better than excitement.
THREE	What feeling is better than excitement?
ONE	Candy?
THREE	Candy’s not a feeling.
TWO		Let’s just jump to the scripture part of the presentation.
They organize themselves. 
ONE		Luke 2:10 says – 
ALL	“Do not be afraid! 
TWO	I bring you good news that will cause – 
ALL	-great joy for all the people.”
THREE	Good news!
ONE	The best news!
ALL	Jesus!
TWO	Jesus came to earth as a little baby.
ONE	You’re right. I can’t think of a better feeling.
ALL	Jesus is our joy.
End



Candle 4 | Scene 4 | Love
From off stage…
TWO	Ok guys. I’m really serious this time. We have to stick to the script. Just do the scripture presentation, as written, no funny business. Got it?
ONE and THREE 	Got it.
They enter…
ALL	Here ye, here ye!
TWO		This week we light the candle of love.
THREE	God showed His love in the best way possible.
ONE		John 3:16 says – 
ALL		“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.”
ONE		That means God loves me.
THREE	And me!
TWO		And me!
ONE		(To audience.) And you!
TWO		(To audience.) And you!
THREE	(To audience.) And you!
ALL		Jesus is God’s love for everyone. (Beat.)
ONE		Did we do it?
THREE	Did we make it all the way through without any distractions?
ONE		No side adventures?
THREE	Or screaming?
TWO		We sure did. I’m so proud of you. 
ONE		I guess the more we did it, the more I understood the flow, yah know?
THREE	Yah. Dramatic entrance, scripture, ending in unison. It’s a predictable pattern. 
ONE		We had the hope candle for week one.
THREE	I like that one, yah remember, “The people walking..
THREE and ONE… in darkness have seen a great light.”
ONE	And then there was the peace candle.
THREE	That was the second week of advent.
THREE and ONE “… peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
ONE	That was a good one.
THREE	And then there was last week – joy.
THREE and ONE “I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.”
ONE	And then today – love.
THREE and ONE “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son.”
TWO		You two really did learn something.
THREE	Of course we did!
ONE		What, did you think we were just goofin’ around the whole time. 
TWO	Let’s just wrap it up for the season why don’t we?
THREE	You got it boss.
ALL	(They prepare for a grand ending) Here ye, here ye!
ONE	Jesus is our hope.
THREE	Jesus is our peace.
TWO	Jesus is our joy.
ALL	And Jesus is God’s love for everyone. Merry Christmas! 
End.
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