Water

By Lindsay Bonilla

A skit for 4 actors

CAST:  

1: Ian   

2: Carol

3: Jonathon
4: Chrissy

(Four ACTORS are standing in a tight line across the stage. Each steps out to deliver his/her line)  

1: Saturated:  The condition of being unable to hold or contain more.  

2:  Full.

3:  Soaked with moisture. 

4:  Drenched.

1:  Water.

(ACTORS mime their actions below as they speak.)

3:  Coming out of your kitchen sink.

4:  To drink.

ALL:  Ahh!

2:  To wash your plates with.

1:  To make tea.

2:  Coffee.

3:  Hot Chocolate

4:  Mmmm. . .

2:  To boil your pasta in.

3:  To wash your vegetables.

4:  And fruits.

1:  Water 

ALL:  Ahh!

2:  In the laundry room.

3:  To wash your clothes.

1:  Water.

2:  In the bathroom.

3:  To flush the toilet.

4:  To brush your teeth.

3:  To take a hot shower.

ALL:  Ahh!

1:  Water.

2:  In your yard.

3: To water your plants.

4:  To water your lawn.

3:  To swim in your pool!!   

ALL:  Ahh!

1:  To have water balloon fights!  

2:  Squirt gun fights!

4:  To play with on your slip and slide.  

1: Water.

ALL:  Ahhh!

(Throughout above, ACTORS have scattered across stage.  Now they come back to their original positions, a tight line at centerstage.  Once again, they each step out on their line.)

1:  Thirst:  a sensation of dryness in the mouth and throat caused by need of liquid.  

2:  The physical condition resulting from this need.

3:  As in, I almost died of thirst.

4:  The condition of nearly one billion people on the planet. . .

3:  One in every eight.

2:  Who lack access to clean water.

ALL:  Ahh!

(ACTORS return to their line.)

1:  Crisis.

2: A condition of instability or danger.

3:  What we have on our hands right now.

4:  Half of the world's hospital beds filled with patients suffering from water-related illness.

2:  Living on less than 2 dollars a day.

3:  Women. . . 

2:  And children. . . . 

1:   Walking hours a day

4:  To collect water.  . . 

3:  From polluted sources.

1:  Water.

ALL:  Ugh.

2:  Lack of water causing . . . 

3:  Poor sanitation causing. . .

2:  Infection.

4:  Diarrhea.

1:  Typhoid.

2:  Cholera.

3: Meningitis.

1:  From dirty water.

ALL:  Ugh!

3:  Children who can't go to school.

4:  Adults who can't go to work.

2:  Because they're looking for . . . 

1:  Water.

ALL:  Ugh!

3: Poor economic . . . 

4:  And social. . . 

2:   Development.

1:  Poverty.

2:  Death

3:  A child dying every 15 seconds . . . 

4:  From water-related disease.

2:  More lives lost. . . 

3:  Through water related disease each year . . .

4:  Than any war claims with guns.

1:  Death.

ALL:  Ugh!  (ACTORS freeze in positions of death/suffering across the stage.  After an uncomfortable pause, ACTOR 1 slowly comes to life.)

1:  The Solution?  (Other actors slowly come to life, looking hopeful towards the solution.)  $10 billion dollars a year.

(Each actor again crumbles into despair on their line.)

2:  Impossible!

3:  Expensive!  

4:  Out of reach!

1:  $18 billion dollars. (On these words, ACTOR 2 inflates, coming back to life.)

2:   The amount spent by Americans alone on makeup.  

1:  $450 billion dollars. (On these words, ACTOR 3 inflates, coming back to life.)  

3:  The amount spent by Americans alone on Christmas.

1:  And then they will say to me:

2 and 3:  When did we ever see you thirsty and refuse to give you drink?  

1:  And I will answer:  “I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.”  (ACTOR 1 bends down beside ACTOR 4 who is still on ground in dead position.  If multi-media is available, during this line a few pictures may be displayed of those who are suffering due to lack of water.)

2 and 3:  Water.  Hmm. . . . 

(Optional Line):  1:  You cannot give $18 billion dollars.  But what can you give?

Lights fade to black; if possible leaving ACTOR 4 in a spotlight before cutting out completely

http://www.water.cc/living-water/resources/
http://water.org/learn-about-the-water-crisis/facts/
