The Nativity
Arranged by Kathryn Higgins

[bookmark: _GoBack]A classic concept; a single narrator reads the scriptures of Luke and Matthew as children enter dressed as characters/animals. They form a Nativity tableau and sing Silent Night. Requiring a minimum of 8 children. Only one speaking role – the Narrator.  Scriptures taken from the NIV, ERV and Message.

A manger sits center stage.

Narrator	In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. The order said that everyone’s name must be put on a list. Everyone traveled to their own hometowns to have their name put on the list.

Enter Joseph and Mary (carrying a baby doll wrapped with fabric) through the center isle wearing typical brown/ blue/ white Biblical clothing. They walk slowly, during the following paragraph.

Narrator	So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in 
Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant.

Joseph and Mary stand center stage, facing the audience. They hold their positions for the remainder of the piece. Mary places the baby in the manger.

Narrator	While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him up well and laid him in a manger, a box where cattle are fed, because there was no guest room available for them.

A group of shepherds (wearing typical biblical attire, with crooks) enter through the center isle during the following paragraph. They take their place stage left of Mary and Joseph, some standing, some kneeling. 

Narrator	That night, some shepherds were out in the fields near Bethlehem
 watching their sheep.

A single angel enters through center isle and takes his/her place up stage of Mary and Joseph (preferably standing on a higher level).

Narrator 	Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed 
around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is how you will know him: You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a feeding box.”

The rest of the angels enter from center isle, taking their place with the first angel. Take your time getting everyone into place. There is lots of text. 

Narrator	Then a huge army of angels from heaven joined the first angel, and 
they were all praising God, saying, “Praise God in heaven, and on earth let there be peace to the people who please him.” 

Sheep enter center isle to join the shepherds on stage as the following paragraph continues. (Wearing white/cotton ball hats etc…)

Narrator	When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this great event the Lord has told us about.” They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what the angels had said about this child and all who heard it were amazed. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  

Wise men enter from center isle (wearing robes of purple, red and blue, carrying gifts in their hands) and stand stage right of Mary and Joseph, some standing, some kneeling. 

Narrator	Some wise men, or Magi, from the east came to Jerusalem. They asked 
around, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw the star that shows he was born. We saw it rise in the sky in the east and have come to worship him.” The star led them on until it hovered over the place of the child. They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived at the right time! The wise men came to the house. They bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened the boxes of gifts they had brought for him. They gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Narrator	Glory to God in the highest, peace and good will towards man.

All Children Sing:			Silent Night
Holy Night
All is calm
All is bright
Round yon virgin
Mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

The congregation is invited to join in the second and third verse as the children move to sit with their families for the remainder of the program. (Lyrics appear on screen.)


Silent Night
Holy Night
Shepherds quake at the sight
Glory streams from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing hallelujah
Christ the Savior is born
Christ the Savior is born

Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
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