He Lived, He Died, For Me
By Kathryn Higgins

A drama for 9-12 actors, utilizing the scriptures of Matthew, Luke and Isaiah to bring to light the contrast between Christ’s birth and death.  All actors wear black.

Character Breakdown
Narrator		Well spoken with clear diction. Authoritative.  The most lines.
Angel			Well spoken with clear diction. Authoritative. Several lines.
Mary			Female. Very few lines, but very strong acting required.
Governor		Male. Only a few lines. 
Jesus			Male. Only a few lines, but very strong acting required. 
Wise Man		One line.
Crowd			Movement/tableaus and some choral speaking required. 3-6 
Crowd members is ideal.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Set Up: Narrator is standing on a drama box just left of center stage, Angel is standing on a drama box just right of center stage. Mary is standing in front of them, creating a triangle. She is kneeling with baby Jesus in her arms. All other actors are waiting off stage.

Narrator			A virgin will conceive and give birth to a son. She’ll 
name him Immanuel, God-With-Us. 

Narrator & Angel		Jesus.

Narrator 			Peacemaker of the world!

Angel				Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful 
event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master.

Mary		 		Mary wrapped him up well and laid him in a manger,

Mary & Angel		A baby. 

Mary, Angel	& Narrator	(spoken) Silent night. 

Actors sing sweetly while moving into next positions. All the actors off stage come to stage left, creating a crowd. Governor and Jesus enter while singing and position themselves as follows: Jesus standing on the stage right drama box, Governor standing on the stage left drama box. Narrator is a part of the crowd but is in the front of the crowd, in clear view. He/she is the only one who does not want Jesus to be killed. 

All 				(singing) Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright,
 round yon virgin, mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild. Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly - 

A sudden mood shift…

Narrator 			Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor 
asked him, 

Governor			“Are you the king of the Jews?” 

Jesus				“You have said so,” 

Governor 			Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” 

Crowd				“Barabbas,” 

Governor	 		“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 

Crowd				“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Actors freeze accept for the Narrator, who speaks to the audience…

Narrator 		 	They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and 
then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. 

Crowd				(mockingly) “Hail, king of the Jews!” 

All actors laugh and point at Jesus, mocking him while they walk into their next positions: Mary is sitting on the stage left drama box with the baby in her arms, Wise Man (accompanied by two or three other Wise Men) are stage right, speaking out to the audience as though they are searching for Jesus. Narrator stands on the stage right drama box.  All other actors stand in a horizontal line upstage of all the action, facing the audience.

Wise Man 			Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw the star that shows he was born. We saw it rise in the sky in the east and have come to worship him.

Narrator 			They bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened the boxes of gifts they had brought for him. They gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

The Crowd pushes Jesus from the horizontal line onto center stage between the drama boxes. 

Crowd				“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Mary panics, covering her baby in her arms.

Crowd				“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Mary continues to panic, shielding her baby, looking back at the angry mob.

Crowd				“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Mary turns to the audience and gently rocks her baby in her arms as Jesus and Narrator speaks. The Crowd is frozen in their horizontal line in an angry tableau (fists up…) Jesus stands with His arms in a cross.

Jesus				Forgive them Father, for they know not what they do.

Narrator 		 	And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he 
[bookmark: _GoBack]gave up his spirit.

Mary and Jesus somberly join the Crowd, continuing to form a straight line facing the audience. All have their heads down until Narrator suddenly speaks…

Narrator			At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life.

Angel steps onto the stage left box. 

Angel				Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.  Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.

All 				For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
End
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