“Sharing the Journey”
By: Amber Medin-Hood

Written for six actors: 

MOSES
JOSHUA
ELIJAH
ELISHA
NAOMI 
RUTH

Actors are arranged in pairs – one in front of the holiness table and one pair at the top of each aisle. The script intends for all actors to play straight out until “connecting” with their partner at the very end. 

Moses and Joshua story based on Exodus 24 and 33.
Ruth and Naomi story based on Ruth 1-4.
Elijah and Elisha based on 2 Kings 2.  


JOSHUA:
Okay, you, Moses, should definitely go up the mountain. You are the man, the man, God’s 	right hand man!  We all know that. You’ve got the staff and the walk and the wild, squinty eyes. (MOSES does the wild, squinty eyes.) There it is. That’s the crazy. See I wasn’t born with the crazy. (Under his breath) Though I sometime act like I subconsciously want the crazy. (MOSES does the wild, squinty eyes again – this time smiling and shaking his head like he heard.) Ahhhh! Stop it! 

MOSES:
You are coming with me.
		
NAOMI:
You are coming with me? Oh, no no dear. That is so generous and thoughtful. But no… 

RUTH:
Please, I really think…

NAOMI:
Ruth. Let me speak now. It has brought me so much joy to have a daughter in law like you. I only had boys so I missed out on a few things until you came along. I finally got to teach someone what I knew about cooking and sewing and praying. You have listened to all my stories, so patiently – probably more than once. (RUTH lovingly nods yes.) Twice? (RUTH nods again.) Ah, who’s counting. Anyway, you’ve done your part and God bless you for it. God will not leave you in distress. Go back to your family. Marry another. Have many, many gorgeous children and make some other mother-in-law love you as much as I do. 

RUTH:
I’m not trying to chivalrous. I’m not towing the line of duty or obligation. I don’t want to go back. I want to go with you. 		

ELISHA:
I want to go with you. You know that God is going to take you up at any moment.

ELIJAH:
(Up to God) Can a man do ANYTHING in private anymore? (To ELISHA) Stay here, God has called me to Bethel. It’ll take a few minutes. Tops.

ELISHA:
As surely as the Lord lives and you live, I will not leave you. 

ELIJAH:
(To God) Ten years with this one! (To audience) You get one too many gray hairs and suddenly they think you’re no longer competent to drive the chariot. (To ELISHA) Listen, buddy, I was calling down fire from heaven when you were sucking down juice through a sippy cup! 

ELISHA:
Mmm, good one. To Bethel?

ELIJAH:
(Shakes his head in disgust) You should just stay here. 			

JOSHUA:
I should just stay here! 

MOSES:
Joshua, why do you think I include you in my leadership duties, in my decision making processes? Do you think I’m just bored? Or lonely? Why have I been giving you more and more responsibility? Painstakingly sharing this journey with you on a daily basis and  gently guiding you toward maturity? 

JOSHUA: 
(Mildly scoffing) Gently…

MOSES:
Why am I taking you up this mountain to stand before God himself?!  

JOSHUA:
(Stomach in discomfort) Because you want me to get an ulcer?!

MOSES:
Because you will lead these people! When I am gone, and I will be gone soon, you will lead. If there is one thing you need to know, if there is one thing of lasting value that I can show you, it is how to approach the throne of grace in humility and to abide in the presence of the living God. 

RUTH:
You have taught me to abide in the presence of God, Naomi. You have shared your journey with me and, in given so vulnerably of yourself, you have reshaped my character. You have modeled for me a love that is beyond yourself – it is divinely given. Do you think I never noticed? What I have seen in you, is who I want to be. Your God will be my God. Your people will be my people.  

MOSES:
These people will be your people. This stiff necked, can’t-turn-your-back-for-two-minutes group of “God’s chosen ones” will be in your care. Leadership isn’t always a pretty package, son. But God will not fail you, if you abide in Him. He will always equip you, if you abide in Him. 

JOSHUA:
It’s easy for you to say all this. You’re “Moses”! You know with the…

JOSHUA and MOSES:
..staff and the walk and the crazy, squinty eyes…

JOSHUA:
Yes! You part the waters of the red sea with your staff! 

ELISHA:
You just parted the waters of that river with your cloak. (Beat) Ya know, like ya do. Look, I just need a wee bit longer…for your full essence to…download. Transfer. Osmose. Do you understand what I’m saying? I’m not ready for you to go.  

ELIJAH:
Elisha, we’ve shared this journey for ten years. You’re ready. (See ELISHA’S downtrodden face) Ask my for anything. Want do you want from me before I’m taken? Anything. (ELISHA and ELISHA turn to each other) From your heart, what do you really want?

ELISHA:
I want a double portion of your blessing. I want God to do through me what I have seen Him do through you. 

NAOMI:
In your heart, (NAOMI and RUTH turn to each other) what do you want?

RUTH:
I want God to do through me what I have witnessed Him do through you. 

MOSES:
Look inside your heart. (MOSES and JOSHUA turn to each other) What do you want?

JOSHUA:
I want God to do through me what I have witnessed Him do through you. 






