Psalm 23
By Kathryn Higgins

A choral reading for four voices, taken from: The Voice, The Easy to Read version, The Message and the King James Version. Should be read smoothly, with feeling. Light underscoring would be a welcomed addition.  
ALL

The Lord is my shepherd,

TV

The Eternal – 

MSG

My God, 

TV

He cares for me always.

MSG

I don’t need a thing.
ERV

I will always have everything I need.

KJV

I shall not want.

TV

He provides me rest in rich, 

(Spoken as one sentence, with no breaks between words.)

MSG

-lush,

KJV

-green
ERV

-pastures to lie in.   
   

(Beat/New thought.)
KJV

He leadeth me,
MSG

You find me quiet pools to drink from. 

(Overlap lines to create a water-like sound scape.)
ERV

Calm pools of water.

KJV

Still waters.

TV

Streams of refreshing water.     
(Now, back to regular pace.)
MSG
True to your word, you let me catch my breath,
TV

He soothes my fears,
KJV

He restoreth my soul,

ERV

my strength.     

ALL

He leads me,

KJV

In the paths of righteousness,
MSG
The right direction-

TV

To show that he is good,

KJV

For his name's sake.

(Beat/New thought.)

KJV

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death

TV

With worn, hard paths,

ERV

A valley as dark as the grave,

TV

With unending shadows of death’s darkness, 
ALL

I - am not - afraid.

TV

I am not overcome, because You are with me in those dark moments, 
MSG

When you walk at my side,
KJV

I will fear no evil,
ERV

Because you are with me.
MSG

Your trusty shepherd’s crook makes me feel secure.

KJV

Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

TV

Near with Your protection and guidance, I am comforted.

(Beat/New thought.)

KJV

Thou preparest a table before me,

MSG

You serve me a six-course dinner right in front of my enemies. 
TV
Provisions in the midst of attack,
(Beat/New thought.)

ERV

You welcomed me as an honored guest.

TV

You care for all my needs.
MSG

You revive my drooping head,  

KJV

Thou anointest my head with oil; 
TV

With soothing, fragrant oil,

  

KJV

My cup runneth over.

ERV

Full and spilling,

MSG

Brims with blessing.

TV

Again and again with Your grace.

(Beat/New thought.)
KJV

Surely goodness and mercy,
ERV

Your goodness and mercy,

MSG

Beauty and love,
TV

Your faithful protection and loving provision,

KJV

Shall follow me all the days of my life. 

TV

Always, everywhere.
KJV

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

MSG

In the house of God,
TV

With the Eternal,

ERV

A long, long time.

ALL

Forever.
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