Galatians 5
By Kathryn Higgins
A choral reading for three voices (preferably male), as taken from three translations of the Bible: New Living Translation, the King James Version and The Message. Should be read quickly, with conviction, passion, energy and enthusiasm. 

MSG

The life of freedom!

NLT

Freedom in Christ!

KJV

Stand fast therefore,

MSG

Because Christ has set us free to live a free life. 

NLT

Now make sure that you stay free-

ALL

Never again,

NLT

-tied up again in slavery to the law.

All

Never again,

KJV

-entangled with the yoke of bondage.

ALL

Never again,

MSG

-let anyone put a harness of slavery on you.

(Take a beat/New thought)

NLT

Listen!

KJV

Behold, I Paul say unto you,
MSG
The moment any one of you submits to circumcision or any other rule-keeping system, at that same moment Christ’s hard-won gift of freedom is squandered. 
NLT
I’ll say it again. If you are trying to make yourselves right with God by keeping the law, you have been cut off from Christ!

MSG
The person who accepts the ways of circumcision trades all the advantages of the free life in Christ for the obligations of the slave life of the law.

KJV
Ye are fallen from grace.

NLT
But we who live by the Spirit eagerly wait -

MSG
-for a satisfying relationship with the Spirit,
NLT
-that God has promised to us.

KJV

 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor 



uncircumcision; but-

ALL

Faith.
MSG

Faith expressed in love.

KJV

Which worketh by love.

ALL

Love!
(Take a beat/New thought)
NLT

 You were running the race so well.

MSG

Superbly!

KJV

Who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?

NLT

Who has held you back?

MSG

Who cut in on you, deflecting you from the true course of obedience?

NLT

It certainly isn’t God, 

KJV

Him that calleth you,
NLT

Who called you to freedom.

MSG

The One who called you into the race in the first place.
NLT
This false teaching is like a little yeast that spreads through the whole batch of dough!

KJV

A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.

 NLT

I am trusting the Lord to keep you from believing false teachings.

KJV

But he that troubleth you,

NLT

-whoever he is,

MSG
-will bear the divine judgment. As for the rumor that I continue to preach the ways of circumcision (as I did in those pre-Damascus Road days), that is absurd.

NLT
If I were still preaching that-

MSG
-Old message-

NLT
—as some say I do-

KJV

Why do I yet suffer persecution?

MSG
Why don’t these agitators, obsessive as they are about circumcision, go all the way and castrate themselves!
(Take a beat/New thought)
ALL
For you have been called to live in freedom!

KJV
Called unto liberty-

MSG
To a free life. 
NLT
But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature.

MSG
As an excuse to do whatever you want, 

KJV
For an occasion to the flesh,
NLT
Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in-

ALL
Love.

MSG
That’s how freedom grows.

KJV
For all the law is fulfilled in one word.
ALL
Love.

MSG
For everything we know about God’s Word is summed up in a single sentence: 
NLT
In one command,

ALL
Love thy neighbour as thyself.

MSG

That’s an act of true freedom. 
(Take a beat/New thought)
KJV
But if ye bite and devour one another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.

MSG

Watch out!
NLT

Let the Holy Spirit guide your lives.

KJV

Walk in the Spirit.

MSG

Live freely, animated and motivated by God.

KJV

And ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh,
MSG

You won’t feed the compulsions of selfishness. 
NLT

Doing what your sinful nature craves.

KJV

For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: 

NLT

These two forces are constantly fighting each other.
MSG

You cannot live at times one way and at times another way,

ALL

So, be directed by the Spirit.

MSG
Choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence?

NLT
When you follow the desires of your sinful nature,

MSG
Getting your own way all the time:

NLT
The results are very clear:

KJV
The works of the flesh are manifest:

MSG
(Building in pace and volume but remain clear.) A stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and lopsided pursuits; the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled and uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community.  (beat) I could go on.

NLT
Let me tell you again, anyone living that sort of life -

ALL
Will NOT inherit the Kingdom of God.
(Take a beat/New thought)
MSG
But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings gifts into our lives, much the same way that fruit appears in an orchard—

NLT
Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives.

KJV
The Fruit of the Spirit is,
(Allow lines to build in volume and pace, eventually overlapping and repeating to create a soundscape of spiritual fruit.)
ALL
Love. 

MSG
Affection for others.

NLT/KJV
Joy.

MSG
Exuberance about life.

NLT/KJV
Peace.

MSG
Serenity.

KJV
Longsuffering.

MSG
A willingness to stick with things,
NLT
Patience.

MSG
A sense of compassion in the heart.

KJV/NLT
Gentleness.

KJV
Meekness.

NLT
Goodness.

KJV/NLT
Faith.

MSG
We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments.

NLT
Kindness.

MSG

Not needing to force our way in life.

KJV
Temperance.

MSG
A conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and people.

NLT
Self-control. 

MSG
Able to marshal and direct our energies wisely.

ALL
There is no law against these things! (Strong and final.)
(Take a beat/New thought)
NLT
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there

MSG
Since this is the kind of life we have chosen, the life of the Spirit, let us make sure that we do not just hold it as an idea in our heads or a sentiment in our hearts,

KJV
If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
NLT
Follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.

KJV
Let us not be desirous of vain glory, 

NLT

Or provoke one another,

KJV

Envying one another.

MSG

We have far more interesting things to do with our lives. 

ALL

Each of us is an original.
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