Transformed
by Justin Street

Romans 12:1-2 “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” - ESV

Five Characters:
Paul, the Apostle
Face
Watch
Hands
Straw

None of the characters need to be gender-specific, including Paul. There is no specific setting, per se, only a space. The players might be spread out in the space independent of each other – or interacting with each other.

Paul moves in and around them.

PAUL
Do not conform to the patterns of this world – but be transformed.

FACE
I will fix my attitude. Positive thinking is the key. There is usually a bright side to be found in any situation – one just needs to find it. Like it says in Hamlet: “There is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so.” I will put on a good face and ever onward and upward.

PAUL
Yes, but are you transformed?

WATCH
Let my way be one of discipline and structure. I will order my steps in diligent responsibility. I’ll know when to rise, when to eat and how much, when to work, when to play, when to relax and when to go to bed. Let no “i” go undotted, no “t” uncrossed. I will plan every move. Order invites more order. Let no minute go astray. As it also says in Hamlet – the readiness is all.

PAUL
Fine, but are you transformed?

HANDS
Let me be about the work of my hands. I will busy myself with good deeds. If idle hands are the devil’s playground, may I never give him even the tiniest sandbox. A life in constant motion has no time for the many distractions that have claimed so many good souls. And Lord knows there’s plenty of work to be done. 

PAUL
What, no Hamlet quote? I want to know if you’ve been transformed.

STRAW
I shall live a life of utmost flexibility. We have such a short time on this earth, why waste one second of it worrying? Why spend too much time laying foundations for things that are passing? I will take everything as it comes, and let it roll right down my back. Like water off of duck feathers. You’re not very likely to be uprooted if you never put any down. A life of fluidity sounds like the best plan for me.

PAUL
But are you transformed?

FACE
Sure, with a stiff upper lip that turns to a grin, that turns to a smile. Things will work out. This, I know. I will look for the positives in every situation – and I’m certain that I will find them, and they will allow me to move forward with a good face.

PAUL
Look, that sounds very nice…

WATCH
(interrupting)
And I will plan every day to the letter. And each day will fit into my plans for the week, which will fit into my plans for the month, then the year, then the next five years, the next ten and so on. Each step part of a larger plan, part of a larger purpose. This will keep me in line and prepared for the days to come.



PAUL
Ok, but what about…

HANDS
And I will be so busy about the good work, that I won’t be affected by changes around me. They will become part of the doing. Just another challenge met. My enthusiasm for meeting the needs around me will keep me energized and focused.

PAUL
It’s great to want to go and do, but…

STRAW
I’m just not going to hold too closely to anything, you know? Things come and go, I know that. I’m expecting it. If I don’t allow myself to get too rigid or too comfortable in one spot, I should be good. Come what may, I’ll just handle it and keep going.

PAUL
But friends, I still ask - are you transformed?
(to FACE)
Having a positive attitude is not a bad thing, far from it. But would you rely on that in such a broken place as this? When feelings and circumstances are so fickle?

FACE
I shall put on a good face.

PAUL
Will your face carry the weight of genocide? Injustice? Cruelty?

FACE
(feeling the weight of each of the things as they are said)
I shall put on…

PAUL
What about real loss?

FACE
I shall... I… I can’t feel better about this. I don’t see a bright side.




PAUL
(to WATCH)
And for every minute you plan, what about the unexpected? Can discipline alone carry the weight of an unforeseen tragedy?

WATCH
I planned out… I… I… this wasn’t part of the plan. I don’t know what to do.

PAUL
(to HANDS)
Can your hands carry the weight of your soul? Can they also give you rest while they are so busy?

HANDS
I’m going to try harder to… I’m going to… I… I just can’t do it anymore. I’m burnt out. I just can’t.

PAUL
(to STRAW)
And do you really think that the ability to be flexible can carry the weight of a spirit created to hold a purpose?

STRAW
I’ll just do whatever, you know? I’ll just… whatever… I don’t need decide anything… as much as I’d like to.

PAUL
Do not conform to the patterns of this world – but be transformed. Wholly transformed by the one who carried the weight of brokenness – transformed by the one who carried the weight of tragedy – transformed by the one whose burden is light – transformed by the one who said “I am the way.” Be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good an acceptable and perfect. 
