A MATTER OF CHOICE

By Rebecca Phillips

EASTER SUNDAY

Scripture taken from LIVING BIBLE. (Scripture is in bold type.)This piece can be performed as Readers Theater. MAN 1 is downstage right, MAN 2, downstage left, and MAN 3, downstage center.

MAN 3

“That same day, Sunday, two of Jesus’ followers were walking to the village of Emmaus, seven miles out of Jerusalem. As they walked along they were talking of Jesus’ death, when suddenly Jesus himself came along and joined them and began walking beside them. But they didn’t recognize him, for God kept them from it. . .”

MAN 1

I wonder why He didn’t reveal who it was –

MAN 2

Perhaps He wanted to see if they were looking with their hearts –

MAN 1

And not their minds –

MAN 2

Listening with their spirits –

MAN 1

And not their circumstances.

MAN 3

“You seem to be in deep discussion about something,” he said, “What are you so concerned about?” They stopped short, sadness written across their faces. And one of them, Cleopas, replied:

MAN 1

“You must be the only person in Jerusalem who hasn’t heard about the terrible things that happened there last week. . .”
MAN 3

“What things? Jesus asked”

MAN 2

“The things that happened to Jesus.”
MAN 1

“He was a prophet who did incredible miracles and was a mighty Teacher, highly regarded by both God and man –“
MAN 2

“But the chief priests and our religious leaders arrested him and handed him over to the Roman government to be condemned –“
MAN 1

“To death. . .”
MAN 1 and 2

“And they crucified him.”

MAN 3

Imagine how Jesus must have felt – knowing that he told them that he had to die – but He promised He’d return. The very man they watched perform miracles – raising the dead, healing the sick, miraculously feeding thousands – promised that He’d return. And somehow, those things just didn’t matter anymore. The focus was on death. No one dared believe in the impossible.

MAN 1

“We thought that he was the glorious Messiah –“
MAN 2

“That he had come to rescue Israel –“
MAN 3

Imagine being talked about – in past tense – while standing there. And it only got worse.

MAN 1

“And now – besides all this – which happened three days ago –“
MAN 2

“Some women from our group of his followers were at his tomb early this morning and came back with an amazing report that his body was missing –“
MAN 1

“They said they saw angels who told them that He was alive. . .”
MAN 2

“Some of our men ran out to see, and sure enough –“
MAN 1 and MAN 2

“his body was gone.”
MAN 3

And still, they did not believe. 

MAN 1

The scriptures had been explained to us – 

MAN 2

And we know the very words of the prophets – 

MAN 1

But to believe that he is alive?!

MAN 1 and MAN 2

Impossible.

MAN 3

It is easier to doubt than believe, and yet, He continued to walk with them – even though they were walking in shocking disbelief. It is easier to hear only negative rather to proclaim and believe the positive, and yet, He chose to continue speaking to them – and they chose to continue hearing only what their hardened hearts wanted to hear. 

MAN 1

When we reached Emmaus, we were hungry.

MAN 2

We begged our companion to stay with us – to continue talking with us –

MAN 3

Isn’t it strange that we long for Him to speak, but refuse to listen? 

MAN 1

He agreed to stay with us awhile longer –

MAN 2

And as He broke the bread –

MAN 3

Their eyes were opened.

MAN 1 and MAN 2

It’s you – Jesus!

ALL

And He disappeared.

MAN 1

It was in that moment that I realized –


MAN 2

I must never take His presence for granted –

MAN 1

I must always seek to see Him in the ordinary –

M AN 2

I must choose to believe in the impossible –

MAN 1

I must choose to believe His promises.

MAN 2

And to see Him 

MAN 3

And believe him –

ALL

with my heart.

MAN 3

He IS alive. 

ALL

It is time we start living as though we believe it.
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